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Question 1

2

Section A: Language change

Read Texts A, B and C.

Analyse how Text A exemplifies the various ways in which the English language has changed
over time. In your answer, you should refer to specific details from Texts A, B and C, as well as to
ideas and examples from your wider study of language change.

Text A

[25]

The opening of an essay published in 1773 about the mineral water found naturally in the Liverpool
area of England

© UCLES 2025

P REFACE

HE Spring which has been difcovered in the Stone

Quarry on the fouth fide of Liverpool, having
been much talked of, and ufed by many with evident
advantage, I thought it might not be improper to
endeavour at afcertaining its component principles, and,
thence deducing its probable medical virtues. Convinced,
both by reafon and experiment, that it promisd no
inconfiderable means of reftoring and preferving health, I
thould have accufed myfelf of inattention to the interefts of
humanity, and to the welfare of fociety, had I not ufed my
beft endeavours to promote and extend its ufe among{t my
tellow citizens.

But what more particularly induced me to aim at
recommending it to their notice, by this little publication,
was the undoubted evidence I had collected of its having
been of fignal fervice. Many mineral {prings, both in
England and abroad, poffefsd of the like properties and
principles, have acquired the higheft reputation for their
medicinal qualities and the cures they have wrought.

I would not with to lay too great a {trefs upon the
virtues of our Liverpool Spa, but rather, by afcribing to it
fimply thofe it poflefles, and relating briefly and
intelligibly fome of the cafes in which it has been found
greatly beneficial, {trive to excite the public to make a trial,
which may at once procure reputation to the fountain,
health to thofe who frequent it, and a heartfelt {atisfaction
to the propofer and promoter of it.

Liverpool, May 4, 1773.
9093/32/M/J/25
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E S S A. Y 30

On the Liverroor SPA’ WATER

§ 1. Of MiNERAL WATERS in general.

E diftinguith by the term of mineral waters, thofe
which are impregnated with fome mineral principles,
and hence are become medicinal. 35

They are properly divided into SALINE, SULPHUREOUS,
and METALLIC.

We have found that thofe which have been termed
Spirituous are indebted for that title, to a gas, or fixd air
only, to which they owe their {parkling, and that agreeable, 40
pungent, acidulous tafte. From this fame principal they
acquire the property they poflefs of diffolving metallic

fubftances, as will be tfhewn hereafter.
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Text B

Five of the top collocates for ‘spa’ from the Early English Books
and the Cambridge International Corpus (1980s—1993)
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Online Corpus (1650s—1780s)

‘spa’ ‘spa’
(1650s—-1780s) (1980s-1993)
treatments pamper
waters whirlpool
towns luxury
health gym
resort salon
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Text C

n-gram graph for the words acidulous and acidic (1760-1980)
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Question 2

6

Section B: Child language acquisition

Read the following text, which is a transcription of a conversation between Faizal (age 2 years)
and his mother. They are at home.

Analyse ways in which Faizal and his mother are using language in this conversation. In your
answer, you should refer to specific details from the transcription, as well as to ideas and examples
from your wider study of child language acquisition.

Faizal:

Mother:

Faizal:

Mother:

Faizal:

Mother:

Faizal:

Mother:

Faizal:

Mother:

Faizal:

Mother:

Faizal:

Mother:

Faizal:

Mother:

Faizal:

Mother:

Faizal:
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i cold mummy

do you know why that is this morning7 (3) its because its snowed overnight
and that will be a special surprise for you

it snow (1) i like snow

well i think you will like the snow but its something special for you because
youve never seen it before

i like /spefo/ (2) and i like /spaiz/

good because this is definitely a special surprise (.) so in a minute we’re going
to go out and play in the snow and maybe build a snowman

(3) what snowman/
a snowman is where we roll lots of snow into a big big ball and make it look like
a man

I

go now (.) we go NOW mummy

not quite yet (2) first we need to find our really warm coats (.) our hats (.) and
our gloves

want my /wed/ coat (.) my /wed/ coat
no that red coats not warm enough for what we’re going to do (1) lets go and
find your really warm coat
/a/nd i want (2) /gavz/ (1) and hat (1) /wed/ hat (.) /wed/ hat
you like your red hat (.) yes/
you got /wed/ hat” (.) yes/
no my hat is blue with a fluffy bobble on top like yours
[laughs] i like /fafi/ /bol/ it tickle (1) it nice /fafy/ /bol/

shall we go and find our warm clothes now then\ (2) and can you think what
else we might need for our snowman/

er (1) er (1) snow mummy (.) we get snow

9093/32/M/J/25
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7

Mother: well yes we definitely do need snow (1) but what else would we need to make

it look like a man/ (.) our snowman\ 30
Faizal: hat mummy hat
Mother: yes we could give him a hat but we need a carrot for his nose and some

pebbles for his eyes

Faizal: not eat /pebul/ mummy
Mother: oh no we can’t eat pebbles (1) so when we’re out there building him you make 35

sure not to put them in your mouth

TRANSCRIPTION KEY

(1) = pause in seconds

(.) = micropause

underlined = stressed sound/syllable(s)

/I = speech overlap

[italics] = paralinguistic features

<jtalics> = contextual information

UPPER CASE = words spoken with increased volume
°word® = words spoken with decreased volume

7 = upward intonation

\ = downward intonation

/wiv/ = phonemic representation of speech sounds
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REFERENCE TABLE OF International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) PHONEMIC SYMBOLS
(RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION)

1 Consonants of English 2 Pure vowels of English
/f/ fat, rough /ir/ beat, keep

/v/ very, village, love /1/ bit, tip, busy

e/ theatre, thank, athlete /el bet, many

/0/ this, them, with, either e/ bat

/s/ sing, thinks, losses /A cup, son, blood
lz/ Z00, beds, easy /ar/ car, heart, calm, aunt
/[ sugar, bush /p/ pot, want

/3/ pleasure, beige /o1/ port, saw, talk
/h/ high, hit, behind /a/ about, sudden
/p/ pit, top /31/ word, bird

/t/ tip, pot, steep /o) book, wood, put
/k/ keep, tick, scare /ur/ food, soup, rude
/b/ bad, rub

/d/ bad, dim 3 Diphthongs of English
/gl aun, big /er/ late, day, great
It/ church, lunch /ar/ time, high, die
/dz/ judge, gin, jury / ot/ boy, noise

/m/ mad, jam, small /aws/ cow, house, town
/n/ man, no, snow [ow/ boat, home, know
g/ singer, long /19/ ear, here

/1/ loud, kill, play /eal air, care, chair
1/ you, beyond /oo / cure, jury

/w/ one, when, sweet

/1/ rim, bread

/7?7 uh-oh
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